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Our United States and our
allies ought to develop the
capacity to address the true
threats of the 21st century.

Uinited States A

¥ Fort Detr ick

. It's time to think
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P.H. Gleick # Water Policy 8 (2000) 481-503

The first reported attack of the Palestinian National Liberation Movement, Al-Fatah, was in 1965 on
the diversion pumps of the Israeli national water carrer (Naff & Matson, 1984) and the region has seen
many more examples. In 2001, Palestinians attacked and vandalized water pipes leading to the Ismaeli
settlement of Yitzhar to try to force the Israelis out of the settlement. Around the same time, Palestinians
accused Israel of destroying a water cistern, blocking water tanker deliveres and attacking materials for
a wastewater treatment project (Ismael Line, 2001 ab; ENS, 20001 ).

More recently, a senes of events in India, Pakistan, the Persian Gulf and the Middle East have
reaflirmed the attractivencss of water and water syslems os targets for emorists in a wide range of
unre lated conflicts and disputes. The major water pipeline 1o Baghdad was attacked in 2003, The same
year, Al-Qaida threatened US water systems in acall published in a Saudi Arabian mag azine: “Al-Quda
does not “rule out. . .the poisoning of drinking water in American and Westem cities™ (Associated Press,
2003; Waterman, 2003). In 2004, twelve Indian secunty forces were Killed by an explosive device
planted in an underground water pipe durning a “counter-insurgency operation in Khanabal area in
Anantnag district”™ (THNN, 2004, In an unuseal twist to this problem, the United States responded 1o a
Palestimon atiack on US diplomatic personnel in the Middle East by canceling plans for a waier-
development project in the Gaza Strip { Associaied Press, 2004).
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“It's an isolated case.

There is no terrorism.”
Tommy Thompson, Sec of HHS

After death of Bob Stevens (15t of 4)
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A short and Predictable incubation period between
infection and the onset of symptoms.
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Minimal contagiousness of the disease from one individual to
anther, to avoid trigyering an uncontrolled epidemic.
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widesread immunity-either natural or acquired to the
ease in the population to be attacked.
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usceptibility to common medical treatments, such as
erally available antibiotics.
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Ease of transport, and stability under wartime field
conditions of storage and delivery.
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Ease dissimination ( e.g., as an airosol cloud transmitted
through the air.
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bility to survive environmental stresses duringjI
ssemination ( e.g., heat, light, desiccatien and ...).
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1 paper clip weighs
about 500 mg
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